
 

 

Lake County CDBG Fact Sheet 

 

Program History 
Enacted by Congress in 1974 under the Housing and Community Development Act and signed into law by 
President Gerald Ford on August 22, 1974, CDBG provides necessary funding to communities across the country 
to address infrastructure, economic development, housing, disaster recovery, and other community needs. CDBG 
remains one of the most important resources for state and local governments to use in devising flexible solutions 
to meet community development needs.  

Basic Program Components 
Benefiting low- and moderate-income persons and communities: The CDBG Program works to address a range of 
community needs. Funds are targeted to assist low- and moderate-income persons and families with the intent of 
filling gaps in funding. 

Local decision-making & flexible use of funds: By design, the CDBG program empowers local communities to 
make decisions about how best to address their own needs. Grantees can tailor their community development 
strategies to local circumstances. 

Community participation: Through the citizen participation process, community members and stakeholders take 
part in decision-making. The program builds in opportunities for community and beneficiary input, including public 
hearings, reviewing program performance and allowing for written feedback.  

Leveraging & partners: Working with partners is critical to the success of most CDBG program activities. Not only 
do partners often bring financial resources to the table, but they also bring expertise and perspective about how to 
make programs work. Grantees can use CDBG as a resource to leverage other funds.  

Strategic & targeted investment: Linking CDBG activities to other private and public resources compounds the 
impact of CDBG investments.  
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Program Accomplishments 
CDBG spending by activity type for FY2017-FY2021 (5-Year Consolidated Plan Period): 
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CDBG outcomes by activity type for FY2017-FY2021 (5-Year Consolidated Plan Period): 

Expanding economic opportunities: CDBG funds partner with the private, public, and non-profit sectors to support 
economic development and improve community conditions.  During this period, CDBG supported 7 façade 
treatments and the creation of 16 jobs. CDBG-CV funds were distributed in the form of grants and loans to 151 
small businesses that were impacted by COVID.  These businesses each met at least one of the CDBG 
requirements: having a location in a Low Mod Area of the county, owner qualifying as having low/mod income, or 
creating and/or retaining jobs. 

Improving housing and living conditions: CDBG funds are utilized to improve housing conditions for low- to 
moderate-income homeowners and to extend the economic life of the existing housing stock.  CDBG supported 
improvements to 178 housing units through county-wide housing rehab programs: emergency repair program, 
mobility accessibility program (MAP), and general rehabilitation program.  Additionally, four target-area housing 
activities were completed in local communities.  

Improving the quantity and quality of community services: Public Service activities include, but are not limited to, 
services concerned with health, landlord/tenant counseling and foreclosure prevention, recreational needs, tax 
assistance, domestic violence and homeless services, youth services, and casework support for low-income 
families with children.  114,810 persons benefitted from services during this period.  CDBG-CV funds were used to 
prevent, prepare for, or respond to infectious disease – activities included support for emergency food distribution, 
2-1-1 pandemic response, foreclosure prevention counseling, homeless assistance, and more.  

Making a lasting impact through public improvements: CDBG supports Public Facilities and Improvement projects 
that are integral to the quality of life for community residents. 153,636 persons benefitted from activities including 
improvements to homeless facilities, parks, parking facilities, streets and sidewalks, facilities for persons with 
disabilities, youth and senior centers, and water/sewer improvements. 10 communities and 9 agencies completed 
projects during this period. CDBG-CV funds were spent on modifying public facilities to prevent the transmission 
of the coronavirus: 5 facilities were assisted.  

 

Public Services

 



 

Project Highlights 
In honor of the 50th anniversary of the Community Development Block Grant program, a number of Lake County 
CDBG success stories are being recognized for their outstanding accomplishments. These success stories were 
submitted by former CDBG subrecipients.  To learn more, follow the link to the Lake County Planning and 
Community Development website:  https://www.lakecountyohio.gov/planning-community-development/  
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